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41. Party political publicity

All news releases, news statements and letters to the media issued by the council
must adhere to the code of recommended practice on local authority publicity. This
means councillors must not produce party political publicity on council paper or using
council facilities (including officer assistance). Publicity material must comply with the
relevant restrictions on political publicity which are contained in section 2 of the Local
Government Act 1986, as amended by section 27 of the Local Government Act
1988. This states councils shall not publish any material, which, in whole or in part,
appears to be designed to affect support for a political party. The Head of Legal
Practice may be consulted for further advice.

52. Publicity in the run-up to elections

The council’'s employee code of conduct stresses that staff must be, and be seen to
be, politically neutral at all times. In the run-up to an election it is essential that
officers do not act in any way that could call into question their political neutrality, or
give the impression that they are offering assistance to a political party in its election
campaign.

The run-up to an election formally starts when the notice of election is published. The
Head of Legal Practice will circulate detailed guidance to staff in good time before
the notice of election to explain the publicity restrictions.



